Wednesday Walk Report
27/7/2016
Felltimber Creek between Felltimber Creek Rd and the Golf Course
Leader Glen Johnson, DELWP

Another interesting stretch of Felltimber creek with a different
character again from our Gordon Craig Park walk.
We walk a narrow area of public land on the western side of the
creek, which opens out into a park about half way along, then
narrows again behind the houses down to the Golf Course.
Prior to starting, Glen points out the Broom (Genista
monspessulana) on the roadside next to the Felltimber Creek
bridge. Beneath the adult shrub were hundreds of tiny
seedlings, indicating how this plant becomes a woody weed so
easily. This is a legume originating in South Africa, sold in nurseries as a hardy shrub. The seed pods explode,
spraying seed for metres around the bush. Seeds are then spread further by water movement, ants and road
machinery. This is a noxious weed in Victoria as it spreads into the bush very easily, destroying native habitat.
This plant should be removed by cut and paint and the seedlings hand pulled before they grow.
Whilst on the road, we can clearly see the gap in continuity of
Eucalypt species for arboreal mammals from one side of the
road to the other. This is a difficult situation as visibility for
road users (human!) has priority. However, with careful siting
trees could be positioned to allow all users to benefit.
There is plent of water in the creek after all the rain we have
had, and we can see evidence of the movement of all sorts of
things – vegetation, timber, rubbish - by flowing water. This
mobility is a major factor in the biodiversity of riparian zones.
Good things come down from the Swainsona reserve and
bush parks above, and bad things – especially environmental
weeds – can spread downstream.
A feature of this section of the creek is the ‘gardening outside the fence’ by the
neighbours. With the creek so close it is understandable that they feel a sense of
ownership for the narrow strip outside their fences. We see evidence of regular
mowing and planting of garden species – agapanthus in particular (left) - along
the creek. The stewardship evident here is potentially a great asset. We just
need to engage and educate people of the
beauty of native plants and the dangers of
planting environmental weeds!
As we proceed we note garden escapees like the
occasional arum lily (right). These need to be dug
out and would be quite a small job.
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Both sides of the creek, and the creek bed, have been thoroughly
infested by woody weeds, featuring poplars, elm, tortured willow
(below left), pussy willow (right), privet, blackberry (below right) and
masses of ivy. One species we can’t recognise without it’s leaves looks
like a false acacia of some sort (below centre).

We note parent and baby palm trees (right and below centre) –
parents in a garden, babies in the creek reserve. These are
extremely difficult to remove unless hand pulled when very small.
This is one plant in particular to pull out whenever you see it!
Privet on the other hand is easy to pull out even when past waist
hieght, especially when the ground is wet. Glen never misses an
opportunity…

Below: Variegated thistle

However, we also see native plants; young and old river red gums and apple box
trees; red gum seedlings (which can be transplanted at this time of year), mistletoe
(left), native raspberry (below), native geranium (below right).
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Glen points out that we just need to recognise the assets and start there. Our goal should be to protect the
assets first, and make what we do sustainable (not too much work!). For example we see a whole curve of high
bank where the removal of one blackberry bush would create a continuous section of native vegetation.
As we enter the park we see with relief some obvious opportunities
to build on existing assets AND engage the local residents. Council
has planted the park with íslands’of native species which are now
well grown. These include Murray
pine (right), spotted gum, lemon
scented gum, river sheoak, white
box, red box and apple box, with
white cedar as a feature. These
íslands’ are now almost selfmulching (below left) and would
require minimal maintenance.
Glen suggests a great opportunity
- and relatively easy - would be to
pull the privet, delineate the edge
of the park along the creek with
carex, and plant a river red gum
every 25m or so. Cutting back the overhanging willow limbs would
allow native plants to grow (willows shade them out in summer),
and the red gums would eventually reach up and create the
environment that favours natives. Blackberry could be halted and
gradually pushed back. Ideally, this area would also have hop-bush,
silver wattle, varnish wattle, poas and microlaena, and of course be
weed free.
At one point there is a lovely window across the creek where the
neighbours are mowing to the water, controlling weeds and have
planted natives. This is a good example of how neighbours actions
can help return the creek to a more desirable state.
The narrowest point of our
walk brings us to a huge old
apple box, which is sure to be home to a huge variety of insects, birds,
bats and possibly even gliders. Apple box love water and are usually
found along creek lines.
The way past this old tree is ‘wall to wall’weeds; blackberry on the
banks, willows in the creek, ivy climbing the trees and forming a dense
mat on the ground. We end our walk at the golf course, where a garden
has been built right on the creek bank, featuring yucca, agenpanthus
and this huge speciment of
Inkweed. Surely they didn’t plant
that too!! We pause for a photo in
front of the ‘Hanging Gardens of Ivy
and turn back to the areas where
rehabilitation looks more approachable.
Thanks Glen for your leadership on these walks.
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In Summary: Felltimber Creek between Felltimber Creek Rd and the Golf Course
Assets






Riparian corridor providing a fantastic recreational and environmental green space in central Wodonga.
Neighbours with an interest beyond their back fence.
Established remnants and Council native plantings
A framework of remnant River Red Gum and Apple Box.
Engaged / supportive community & council

Threats





Woody Weeds in riparian zone including Willows, Box Elder Ash, Broom, Elm suckers, Poplars
Erosion on outer bends.
Berry based / fox bird spread plants (Privet, Briar Rose, Prunus, Blackberry, Ivy)
Other weeds including Palm, Arum Lily

Management Actions
Planning






Develop a map based strategic Plan of Action for the area – showing core Assets, Threats and Actions
proposed. Include Weed Zone mapping per species with GIS overlays.
Follow the Bradley Technique - Protection of the Best Bits First. Prioritise the arc where the park
adjoins the creek.
Stage community works - Focus on establishment of large trees (especially river red gums) every 25m
along both sides of creek, regular removal of woody weeds when they can still be pulled by hand,
protection of existing native species and consolidation of small weed free areas before expansion.
Determine what’s manageable/ viable based on Community and Council support and resources
(volunteers, mulch, chainsaw / cut and paste options, Green Corp, Council crews; level of community /
local landholders support etc) before attempting large projects.

Engage private landholders adjoining the park:








Emphasis on private land that extends to the creek, and those neighbours already taking ownership of
the public land between their back yards and the creek.
Demonstrate the vision, benefits and outcomes in the Park section
Organise Community events to build up goodwill – e.g. community planting events, Gardens for
Wildlife events to engage and educate re native plants and weeds.
Provide information (At events, circulation or letter drop of pamphlets) Bush Invaders; reserve Aims
and Management Plan; how you (private landholders) can help; Assistance available (incentives, plants,
etc); plant lists of preferred and suitable non weedy natives for creek line.
Gradually increase numbers of residents on board – supportive and active.

General Engagement and Awareness:




Increase community awareness of the benefits of natives over exotics, understanding of threat status,
weeds species recognition and identification.
Negotiate with Council re engagement of residents in riparian zones, Green Army to assist with woody
weed removal, general cessation of planting woody weed species in Wodonga.
Install Nest Boxes as a limited addition – education tool benefits

Revegetation
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Aim for
 Indigenous trees every 25m for arboreal mammals and suppression of grasses/ weeds.
 Indigenous understorey for food source and habitat
 Felltimber Creek = Exotic free zone (Natives only)
Methods
 Remove weeds in 30cm circle before planting (scalp/spray/shade out)
 Take advantage of competition and weed suppression principles - plant near established trees
 Mulched zones OK provided under existing established native tree zones (and out of flood zone) and
edged both sides preferably e.g. track edge.
Priorities
 Connectivity plantings (below).
 Stabilize creek banks with River Bottlebrush
 Focus on riparian zone generally

Weed control
Methods:
 Hand pulling small plants before difficult to manage (winter ideal)
 Cut and paste slightly larger plants
 Frill & paste or Chainsaw large plants
Approach:
 Follow Bradley Technique - Protection of Best Bits First.
 Undertake the majority of weed maintenance in riparian zone during summer when creek low and
bed/bank accessible.
 Consider value of managing difficult weeds such as Kikuyu with occasional slashing rather than
mulching or spraying in inappropriate areas.
 Map progress
 Green Army CoW potential for Woody Weed cut and paste
 Landmates potential chainsaw crew - use Mulcher for waste via CoW or contract
 Stage removal of Weeping Willows and low priority woody weeds
 Round-up edge zones have NO value – only encourage annual weeds and erosion.
Priorities:
 Prioritise aggressive invaders (Box elder, privet, poplars, black willow, palm, wandering jew)

Ensure Connectivity





Swainsona Reserve upstream
La Trobe / Tafe connection downstream (weed control emphasis)
Riparian corridor
Parkland, access track and parkland linkages – priorities

In a Nutshell: Celebrate and protect the best bits (assets), engage the community,
reduce the weeds (threats), improve and connect the native vegetation.
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